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Every town has its secrets.

Thrilling and eerie, Bellevue is set in a small blue-
collar town with a lot of ‘good people’ who ‘live right’ 
and take it upon themselves to make sure the 
neighbours do too. Driving the mystery series is 
Detective Annie Ryder (Academy Award® winner 
Anna Paquin, The Piano), a cop whose intense and 
brazen personality has always been at odds with her 
hometown.

When a bullied teen goes missing, Annie dives in to 
unravel the disappearance that suggests foul play, 
despite finding herself in a difficult position as she 
must cast suspicion on people she has known all her 
life. As the case pulls her further away from her 
family, she is also confronted by a mysterious person 
from her past with disturbing answers and a terrifying 
need to get inside her head. Allen Leech (Downton 
Abbey) stars as Annie’s on again, off again ex, Eddie, 
while Shawn Doyle (House of Cards) takes on the role 
of Annie’s superior, Police Chief Peter Welland.

Duration
8 x one hour 

Country of Production
Canada

Cast includes
Anna Paquin 
True Blood
Allen Leech
Downton Abbey
Shawn Doyle
House of Cards

Directors 
Adrienne Mitchell
Coroner 
April Mullen
Wynonna Earp
Kim Nguyen
Brooklyn Nine-Nine

A Muse Entertainment and Back 
Alley Film production

“Gripping” - VARIETY
“Well acted” - THE NEW YORK TIMES
“Ambitious and it stands apart”            
THE GLOBE AND MAIL

Web-site access:
BELLEVUE

https://www.abacusmediarights.com/programme/3131/bellevue
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From Emmy®-winner and multi BAFTA award-
winning writer Jimmy McGovern (The Street, 
Broken) comes Care, a new drama starring 
International Emmy Award®-nominee Sheridan 
Smith (Cilla) as a single mother struggling to raise 
her two children in the aftermath of a family 
tragedy.

After her husband’s departure, Jenny (Smith) is fully 
reliant on the childcare her mother Mary (Alison 
Steadman, Hold the Sunset, Gavin & Stacey) 
provides. But when Mary suffers a devastating stroke 
and develops dementia, Jenny’s world comes 
crashing down, as everything changes for her and her 
sister Claire (Sinead Keenan, Little Boy Blue, Being 
Human). Finding herself torn between her own life 
and the wellbeing of her mother, Jenny soon 
discovers that another way could be possible - but 
she’ll have to fight for it.

Produced by LA Productions for BBC One, Care is 
also written by Gillian Juckes, whose real-life 
experiences formed the inspiration for the story.

Duration
1 x 90-minutes

Country of Production
UK

Cast includes
Sheridan Smith
Cilla
Alison Steadman
Hold the Sunset
Sinead Keenan
Little Boy Blue

Writers 
Jimmy McGovern
The Street 
Gillian Juckes

Director
David Blair
The Street 

LA Productions for BBC One THE I 
“Prepare to be moved” 
LIVERPOOL ECHO

“An important piece of work”
THE DAILY MAIL

Web-site access:
CARE

Andrew Joshi
The Capture
Anthony Flanagan
Life on Mars
Martin Tomlinson
Hometown Horror

https://www.abacusmediarights.com/programme/3151/care
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Focusing on the emotional heart of a group of 
women thrown together and forced to confront 
their own realities, Clink is no ordinary prison 
drama. Set in the fictional BPS Bridewell women’s 
prison, this isn’t the story of a melting pot of 
violence and anarchy – it’s the story of an 
alternative ‘gated community’ with bags of heart 
and humour. 

The prison may be home to drug users, robbers, even 
killers, but the friendships the inmates form will ignite 
real flames of hope even in the darkest of places. At 
Bridewell, barriers get broken, hopes get raised and 
hearts get broken, but no one ever finds themselves 
alone. 

Starring Katherine Rose Morley (Vera), Lu Corfield 
(Sex Education), Florence Bell (Misfits) and 
Alicya Eyo (Bad Girls). 

Duration
10 x one hour
(5 x two hour version also available)

Country of Production
UK

Cast includes
Alicya Eyo
Bad Girls
Katherine Rose Morley
Vera
Lu Corfield 
Sex Education
Florence Bell
Misfits
Christine Tremarco
Priest 

Executive Producer 
Colin McKeown
The Cavern Club: The Beat Goes On

Producer
Donna Molloy
Pitching In

LA Productions for Channel 5’s 5Star

“Will have you laughing one minute 
and crying the next” 
LIVERPOOL ECHO

Web-site access:
CLINK

https://www.abacusmediarights.com/programme/3153/clink
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Feeling the loss of their son Tim who has cut all 
ties with the family, Vince McKee (David 
Morrissey) and his wife Ros (Claudie Blakley) have 
drifted further apart from each other emotionally. 
They blame themselves for his departure and, 
feeling utterly helpless about finding a way to get 
him back, have become accustomed to living 
separate lives.

Vince has fallen into a rut and has tired of his job as a 
taxi driver. When his old friend Col (Ian Hart) 
resurfaces after a six-year stretch in prison, Vince’s 
life is turned upside down when he accepts an offer to 
be the driver for a criminal gang. At first it’s exciting, 
and the extra cash is extremely appealing when 
compared to his regular occupation. But as they 
prepare for a major job, Vince is confronted with a 
life-changing situation that he can’t overlook, setting 
in motion a series of events that puts not only him, but 
his family in grave danger.

The Driver is the story of an ordinary man who, 
under extreme circumstances, gets a second 
chance…

Duration
4 x one hour
(2 x 90-minutes also available) 

Country of Production
UK

Cast includes
David Morrissey 
The Walking Dead
Claudie Blakley 
Pride & Prejudice 
Colm Meaney 
Con Air
Ian Hart 
Harry Potter and the Philosopher's 
Stone
Sacha Parkinson
Mr Selfridge 

Director
Jamie Payne 
The Alienist 

Red Production Company and 
Highfield Pictures for BBC One

“A class act full of fine 
performances” - THE LIVERPOOL ECHO
“He [Morrissey] was riveting”
THE TELEGRAPH

Web-site access:
THE DRIVER

https://www.abacusmediarights.com/programme/3143/the-driver
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On August 8, 1963 Britain awakens to the news of the 
biggest robbery in the country’s history. The hijacking of 
a train 35 miles from its arrival in central London leaves 
the country stunned and wanting to know who did it --
and how they managed to pull off such an audacious 
raid.

The first of this two part, character-driven period drama is 
told with a sense of fun, swagger and cinematic scale. A 
Robber’s Tale is a classic heist movie filled with memorable 
set pieces, wit, suspense, action and a joyous sense of 
period. Bruce Reynolds (Luke Evans, Robin Hood), leading a 
team of mid-level criminals and a corrupt solicitor, pulls off a 
major theft that, in its day, baffled and frustrated the police 
but thrilled the general public.

This is the story of how one group of criminals became the 
most wanted men in Britain. They got lucky… and that bit of 
luck would destroy their lives forever.

Part two of the drama, A Copper’s Tale, details one of the 
biggest investigations of the post-war period, conducted in 
the full glare of public and media scrutiny. A Copper’s Tale 
is told from the perspective of Tommy Butler (Academy 
Award® winner Jim Broadbent, Iris) and his elite team of 
brilliant, idiosyncratic investigators, all of whom have very 
different methods and opinions.

In a race against time, can the team identify every criminal 
involved in the Great Train Robbery and put them behind 
bars before they flee the country? And even if they manage 
to catch the criminals, where’s the money?

Duration
2 x 90-minutes
(4 x one hour version also available)

Country of Production
UK

Cast includes
Jim Broadbent
Another Year
James Fox
Sherlock Holmes
Luke Evans
Dracula Untold

Directors
Julian Jarrold
Brideshead Revisited
James Strong 
United

A World Production in association with 
Screen Yorkshire and Lip Sync 
Productions

“This drama got better and better”
DAILY MAIL
“The film set off like a locomotive”      
THE INDEPENDENT 

Web-site access:
THE GREAT TRAIN ROBBERY

https://www.abacusmediarights.com/programme/3147/the-great-train-robbery
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Hero of Ken Bruen’s bestselling crime thrillers, 
Jack Taylor (Iain Glen, Game of Thrones), used to 
be a good cop with a minor drinking habit – now 
he’s an ex-cop with a major habit for getting into 
trouble.

The straight-talking, hard-drinking, big-hearted Taylor 
has become a private eye, investigating the criminal 
activity fermenting along Ireland’s rugged western 
coast. Setting up shop in a Galway pub, he knows 
he’s going to look his demons in the eye every day –
what he doesn’t know is that his cases will lead him to 
the very edge of human malevolence and evil.

THE JACK TAYLOR STORIES

• The Guards
• The Pikemen
• The Magdalen Martyrs
• The Dramatist
• Priest
• Shot Down
• Cross
• Headstone
• Purgatory

Duration
9 x 90-minutes

Country of Production
Ireland/Germany

Cast includes
Iain Glen
Game of Thrones
Nora Jane Noone
The Descent 
Killian Scott
Ripper Street
Siobhán O'Kelly
Dominion Creek
Jack Monaghan
The Ark

1-6: Magma Productions and 
Molten Rock Media Gmbh
7-9: Telegael

“Brilliant” - THE PEOPLE
“Thrilling” - THE SUN
“Always delivers good, gripping 
scenes” - RADIO TIMES

Web-site access:
JACK TAYLOR

https://www.abacusmediarights.com/programme/3132/jack-taylor
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Tensions run high in this gritty police drama set in 
the heart of Liverpool’s underworld.

Liverpool: a place of heroes and legends. Football, the 
Beatles, Ferry Across the Mersey – people know this 
city, or they think they do. The plain clothes department 
of Merseyside CID know another Liverpool.

Day to day, on the streets, they’re at the sharp end of the 
fight against the drug pushers, porn barons, paedophiles 
and pimps who run this great port’s crime networks. In 
this dark unequal world DC Isobel de Pauli is a stranger 
– not to crime, but to the ancient, unseen blood 
connections that pulse in the veins of Liverpool’s 
criminals… and cops.

Within hours of her arrival, de Pauli comes face to face 
with the city’s most charismatic and influential crime 
boss. John Sullivan is as fascinated by her as she is by 
him, but Sullivan is the least of her worries.

Her new partner, the silent and indistinctive DC Mark 
Callaghan, knows his world inside out – and he is doing 
everything in his power to shut de Pauli out of it. 
Callaghan is the subject of an internal police 
investigation and de Pauli has already seen enough to 
raise her own suspicions.

A new job. A new city. Maybe she’ll give it a couple more 
days. At least until she’s worked out who’s on whose 
side.

Duration
12 x one hour

Country of Production
UK

Cast includes
Samantha Womack
Kingsman: The Secret Service
Paul Usher
Robin Hood
Mark Womack
Babylon

Writer
Simon Burke
The Exception

Producer 
Colin McKeown
Care

Directors include
Ken Horn
Heartbeat
Anya Camilleri
Clink 

Lime Street Productions

“A class act” - DAILY EXPRESS
“British TV at its very best” 
RADIO TIMES
“Electrifying” - THE SUN

Web-site access:
LIVERPOOL 1

https://www.abacusmediarights.com/programme/3154/liverpool-1
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Created by Emmy® winner and multi BAFTA 
award-winning writer Jimmy McGovern (Cracker, 
Hillsborough, The Street) for the BBC, Moving 
On is a critically acclaimed series of stand-alone 
contemporary dramas featuring performances by 
a stellar cast.

The series explores complex issues from addiction 
and infidelity, to depression and financial struggles; 
the life of a soldier’s wife, to the pain of a loved one 
lost. Lies that should never have been spoken to 
truths that are hard to hear – all linked by the 
common theme of characters who reach a turning 
point in life... and then move on.

Also available is Moving On: Secrets And 
Words featuring stand-alone dramas on the theme of 
adult literacy, which affects millions of adults 
worldwide.

Duration
Seasons 1 – 11: 60 x one hour
Also available:
MOVING ON: SECRETS AND WORDS:
5 x one hour

Country of Production
UK

Cast includes
John Simm
Life on Mars 
Alfie Allen
Game of Thrones 
Neil Morrissey
Line of Duty 
Richard Armitage 
The Hobbit: An Unexpected Story 
Joanne Froggatt 
Downton Abbey 
Sue Johnston 
The Royle Family 

Creator 
Jimmy McGovern
Hillsborough

Directors include
Reece Dinsdale 
Pitching In
Adrian Dunbar 
Gary Williams 
Clink 

An LA Productions drama for BBC One

“Funny, sharp, beautifully written 
and full of charity” 
THE INDEPENDENT
“Powerful writing and a roll-call of 
brilliant actors” - THE TELEGRAPH

Web-site access:
MOVING ON

https://www.abacusmediarights.com/programme/3155/moving-on
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Crime-solving adventures and tumultuous 
relationships abound in this fresh, contemporary 
comedic drama revolving around the deliciously 
dysfunctional Doyle family as they try to make it all 
work running a father and son private investigative 
agency…

Set against the spectacularly rugged backdrop of 
Newfoundland, this stand-out series is created by and 
stars Allan Hawco (Caught, Trojan Horse) as the roguish 
and irreverent P.I. Jake Doyle, alongside award-winning 
actor Sean McGinley (Richard Attenborough’s Closing 
The Ring, Bleak House) as father and business partner 
Malachy. Together they run the Doyle P.I. agency in the 
charming and unique setting of their hometown, St. 
John’s, which is rapidly transforming from a small 
seaport to a booming oil town.

Also starring Lynda Boyd (The L Word) stars as 
Malachy’s sassy, quick-witted and fast-talking girlfriend 
Rose; Rachel Wilson (In the Tall Grass) in the role of 
Jake’s tempestuous ex-wife Dr Nikki Renholds and 
Krystin Pellerin (The Tudors) as ‘hot cop’ Constable 
Bennett and Jake’s love-interest. Marthe Bernard (Young 
Triffie) features as Tinny, Malachy’s rebellious teenage 
granddaughter and Mark O’Brien is Des, street punk-
turned Doyle P.I. apprentice.

Duration
77 x one hour 

Country of Production
Canada

Cast includes
Allan Hawco
Trojan Horse
Sean McGinley
Bleak House
Lynda Boyd
The L Word
Rachel Wilson
In the Tall Grass 
Krystin Pellerin
The Tudors
Marthe Bernard
Young Triffie

Directors include
Jerry Ciccoritti
ReGenesis
Larry McLean
Blue Murder
Mike Clattenburg
Trailer Park Boys
Rob Lieberman
Dexter

Take The Shot Productions

“The characters are well 
rounded…full of dry humor and wit” 
FILM DAILY
“Clever plots, gifted actors, 
beautiful scenery and crisp, witty 
dialogue” - LAKE COUNTY NEWS

Web-site access:
REPUBLIC OF DOYLE

https://www.abacusmediarights.com/programme/3149/republic-of-doyle
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THE SCAPEGOAT
Emmy Award® winner Matthew Rhys (The 
Americans) BAFTA® winner Sheridan Smith (Mrs 
Biggs) and BAFTA® winner Eileen Atkins 
(Cranford) star in an adaptation of Daphne du 
Maurier’s The Scapegoat; a debut production 
from Island Pictures.

Set in 1952, as England prepares for the Coronation, 
The Scapegoat tells the provocative story of two very 
different men who have one thing in common - a face.

John Standing meets his doppelgänger Johnny 
Spence and, after a drunken night, they swap lives. 
Standing is suddenly responsible for a beautiful 
young wife, two mistresses, a drug abusing mother, a 
precocious daughter, a crumbling stately home and a 
bankrupt business. Although he initially tries to 
escape, John finds himself irresistibly drawn into 
Johnny’s world with fatal consequences.

The Scapegoat is a morally complex, darkly comic 
and suspenseful movie featuring compelling 
performances from the film’s ensemble cast.

Duration
1 x two hours

Country of Production
UK

Cast includes
Matthew Rhys
The Americans
Sheridan Smith
Mrs Biggs
Eileen Atkins
Gosford Park
Andrew Scott
Fleabag 
Alice Orr-Ewing
The Theory of Everything

Director
Charles Sturridge
Strike

An Island Pictures production

“A fascinating exploration of the 
dark side of the self”
CHICAGO TRIBUNE
“It’s done so artfully and 
entertainingly” - THE GUARDIAN

Web-site access:
THE SCAPEGOAT

https://www.abacusmediarights.com/programme/3146/the-scapegoat
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An explosive and heart-breaking adaptation of Joseph 
Conrad’s classic novel of terrorism, espionage and 
betrayal.

London, 1886 and Verloc (Emmy® and Golden Globe-
nominee Toby Jones, Wayward Pines, Captain America: The 
Winter Soldier, The Hunger Games) runs a seedy sex shop 
in the heart of Soho. Unbeknown to his loyal wife Winnie 
(Vicky McClure, Line of Duty, This is England), Verloc also 
works for the Russian embassy, spying on a group of 
London anarchists. The Russians are furious with the 
English establishment’s indifference to the anarchist threat 
gripping the rest of Europe. So Verloc is assigned a mission: 
blow up the Greenwich Observatory and make it look like a 
terrorist attack to provoke a crackdown. Should he fail, 
Verloc’s real identity as a spy will be exposed to his vicious 
comrades.

Verloc is forced to turn to the volatile Professor (Ian Hart) to 
supply explosives, which in turn attracts the attention of 
Chief Inspector Heat of Scotland Yard (Stephen Graham). 
Caught between the Russians and the police, Verloc grooms 
Winnie’s younger brother Stevie as his unsuspecting 
accomplice. When the truth outs, Verloc has to face 
Winnie’s wrath…

Produced for BBC One by World Productions, producers of 
the acclaimed Line of Duty, this riveting psychological thriller 
is adapted by BAFTA award-winning Tony Marchant (The 
Mark of Cain, Great Expectations) and directed by Emmy® 
award-winning Charles McDougall (Hillsborough, House of 
Cards, The Good Wife).

Duration
4 x 45-minutes

Country of Production
UK

Cast includes
Toby Jones
Tinker Tailor Solder Spy 
Vicky McClure
Line of Duty 
Stephen Graham
This is England
Ian Hart 
Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone

Writer 
Tony Marchant 
The Mark of Cain

Director
Charles McDougall 
The Office 

World Productions for BBC One

- TV TIMES
“Vicky McClure’s sensational” 
EMPIRE
“Fascinating” - THE TELEGRAPH 
“Unmissable” - THE IRISH TIMES 

Web-site access:
THE SECRET AGENT

https://www.abacusmediarights.com/programme/3144/the-secret-agent
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1964-65. Exotic and tumultuous Singapore is a city 
at a crossroads. Political and racial tensions are at 
fever pitch as a new nation is about to be born. The 
Malayan Emergency is over, but British and 
Australian troops are still in the middle of an intense 
four year jungle war in neighbouring Borneo; and 
during this time, terrorists will set off more than 29 
bombs in Singapore itself.

This is the city of Sam Callaghan, Patricia Cheng and 
the clients of the Cheng Detective Agency.

When her husband is mysteriously killed while working 
a case, Patricia Cheng (Joan Chen, Judge Dred) enlists 
the services of enigmatic Australian Sam Callaghan 
(Don Hany, Ali’s Wedding) to help her run the Cheng 
Detective Agency. In order for the company to survive, 
Patricia knows she needs a good investigator with 
contacts in the Chinese and Malay communities as well 
as among US/British ex-pats. Sam is all of that. But 
after a childhood spent in a POW camp and a 
chequered career in military intelligence during the 
Malay Emergency, he comes with a lot of baggage.

Duration
10 x one hour 

Country of Production
Australia & Singapore 

Cast includes
Alaric Tay
Rise
Chin Han
The Dark Knight 
Don Hany
Ali’s Wedding
Joan Chen
Judge Dred

Directors 
Peter Andrikidis
Mary Bryant
Tony Tilse
Lockie Leonard

2013 Serangoon Road Productions Pty 
Ltd, Infinite Frameworks Pty Ltd, HBO 
Pacific Partners, V.O.F, ScreenWest Inc. 
and the Australian Broadcasting 
Corporation

“Plotted with an old-school 
inventiveness that feels strangely 
fresh” - WALL STREET JOURNAL

Maeve Dermody
Carnival Row
Michael Dorman
Daybreakers
Pamelyn Chee
Burn

Web-site access:
SERANGOON ROAD

https://www.abacusmediarights.com/programme/3148/serangoon-road
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Antique book dealer Adam Snow (Douglas 
Henshall, Shetland, Outlander) leads an empty 
life, infatuated with Alice (Louise Lombard, CSI: 
Crime Scene Investigation), the wife of a wealthy 
client (Adrian Rawlins, Chernobyl) and barely 
present for his older brother, Hugo (Cal 
MacAninch, The Victim), who is suffering a mental 
breakdown. But when Adam stumbles upon a 
dilapidated mansion near his client, he feels the 
presence of the ghost of a small child. 

Adam soon receives increasingly sinister visits from 
the ghost, causing him to question his own sanity. He 
struggles to repair his fractured relationship with 
Hugo and excise the spirit from his life, but the ghost 
will not be ignored, ultimately revealing a haunting 
secret from his childhood. Also starring Neve 
McIntosh (Stan Lee’s Lucky Man) and Paul Barber 
(Casualty, The Full Monty), Susan Hill’s The Small 
Hand: A Ghost Story is written by Barbara Machin 
(Waking the Dead). 

Duration
1 x 94-minutes

Country of Production
UK

Cast includes
Douglas Henshall
Shetland
Louise Lombard
CSI: Crime Scene Investigation
Cal MacAninch
The Victim
Neve McIntosh
Stan Lee’s Lucky Man
Paul Barber
The Full Monty

Writer 
Barbara Machin 
Waking the Dead

Director
Justin Molotnikov
Poldark 

An Awesome Media & Entertainment and 
Two Rivers Media production for 
Channel 5 

“Guaranteed to make the hairs on 
your neck stand up” - THE I
“A successfully spine-tingling 
production” - SUNDAY TIMES CULTURE

Web-site access:
SUSAN HILL’S THE SMALL HAND: 
A GHOST STORY

https://www.abacusmediarights.com/programme/3133/susan-hills-the-small-hand-a-ghost-story
https://www.abacusmediarights.com/programme/3133/susan-hills-the-small-hand-a-ghost-story
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The move from primary to secondary school can be an 
exciting but daunting one and Stepping Up, an original BBC 
drama series, offers a fun and often poignant look at 
perennial childhood themes of reinvention, transition and 
friendship.

Episode 1: Alfie and Dylan have been best friends since primary 
school, but on their first day at the new school, Alfie’s astonished 
to find that Dylan’s reinvented himself as a cool kid whilst Alfie 
teams up with the nerds in the library. Can their friendship 
survive?

Episode 2: Jack’s world is turned upside down when his dad, 
Tim, comes back into his life on his first day of high school. 
There’s just one problem: Tim’s taking him to a Liverpool game 
but Jack’s an Evertonian. But if his dad’s taking him to the 
Liverpool game, which team is Jack supposed to support?

Episode 3: Becky Tyler is a real tomboy. But big change is just 
ahead… Becky’s now enrolled in an all girls secondary school, 
where football and trousers are banned. How will she ever fit in?

Episode 4: Polly isn't good at making friends; she’s much 
happier seeing the world through the camera on her mobile 
phone. Then she accidentally films the most popular girl at 
school, bullying kids for money. But she’s not meant to be using 
her phone in school, so who can she tell?

Episode 5: Dreading his first day of secondary school after 
having just moved from Wales to Manchester, Owain’s desperate 
to go back home. He finds a friend in Kurdish refugee Zana, but 
when he discovers that his pet hen Bronwyn has vanished from 
her coop, it’s the final straw -- Owain persuades Zana to bunk a 
train to Wales.

Duration
5 x half hours 

Country of Production
UK

Cast includes
Cameron Patmore
Jacob Lane
Lewis Brindley
4 O’Clock Club
Molly Jones
Being Human
Rhianna Hosmer
A Young Doctor’s Notebook

Directors 
Ian Barber
Death in Paradise
Julia Ford
Moving On
Pauline Harris
The Mark

LA Productions for BBC One

Web-site access:
STEPPING UP

https://www.abacusmediarights.com/programme/3156/stepping-up
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The Team That Defined An Era, And the Disaster 
That Tore Them Apart.

United is based on the true story of Manchester 
United’s legendary ‘Busby Babes’, the youngest side 
ever to win the Football League; the 1958 Munich Air 
Crash that claimed eight of their number; and the 
extraordinary spirit of a city that rebuilt the team in 
the wake of the disaster.

With its superbly talented cast and powerful script 
drawn from first hand interviews with survivors and 
their families, United is a powerful tribute to a tragedy 
that spurred the beginning of the global legend that is 
Manchester United. 

Duration
1 x 90-minutes

Country of Production
UK

Cast includes
David Tennant
Doctor Who
Dougray Scott
EverAfter
Jack O’Connell
Unbroken
Philip Hill Pearson
Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy
Sam Claflin
The Hunger Games: Catching Fire
Thomas Howes
Downton Abbey

Writer 
Chris Chibnall 
Law & Order: UK

Director
James Strong
Doctor Who 

World Productions

- HEAT MAGAZINE
“Like the Babes themselves, United 
is thoroughly worth watching”
THE TIMES
“Powerful, haunting and very 
human” - THE GUARDIAN

Web-site access:
UNITED

https://www.abacusmediarights.com/programme/3145/united
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Set in the high-pressured kitchen of a beautiful 
country house hotel, comedy series Whites
follows the trials and tribulations of head chef 
Roland White and his sous chef Bib.

Roland is a fantastic chef who was on the brink of 
success 15 years ago, but has since lost the sparkle 
and drive needed to win that long coveted Michelin 
star. When he puts his mind to it he can cook with the 
best of them, but laziness gets the better of him, 
much to the annoyance of the restaurant’s manager 
and Roland’s secret admirer, Caroline.

Joining them in the kitchen is quirky waitress Kiki, the 
hotel’s owner Celia and ambitious new apprentice 
chef, Skoose, whose ambition it is to replace the 
constantly under-pressure and long-suffering Bib!

Amidst fine-dining and beautiful countryside, Whites 
should be a tranquil slice of heaven – but with this 
disparate group of characters behind the scenes, 
things can regularly heat up in the kitchen...

Duration
6 x half hours

Country of Production
UK

Cast includes
Alan Davies
Jonathan Creek
Darren Boyd
Green Wing
Isy Suttie
Peep Show
Katherine Parkinson
The IT Crowd
Maggie Steed
Jam And Jerusalem
Stephen Wight
The Great Outdoors

Director
David Kerr
Inside No. 9

A BBC production

“An instantly enjoyable comedy”
THE ARTS DESK

Web-site access:
WHITES

https://www.abacusmediarights.com/programme/3242/whites
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Alive explores disasters that grabbed global 
headlines for weeks, months and even years. 
The series tells the story from the 
perspective of several separate survivors 
who had the smarts and the raw human 
instinct to survive.

Each hour-long episode features interviews with 
survivors from the same disaster, each subject 
telling their complete story from the peaceful 
moments beforehand to the arrival of the 
disaster and their triumphant survival. 

The stories are deeply personal, emotional 
accounts of an adventure - sometimes only a 
few hours in length - that changed the course of 
their lives in the aftermath.

Duration
13 x one hour

Country of Production
Canada

Directors
John Barnard
Bachman
Scott R. Leary
My Misdiagnosis

Producer
Kyle Bornais
Sorry for Your Loss

A Farpoint Films production 

Web-site access:
ALIVE

https://www.abacusmediarights.com/programme/3122/alive
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Body Hack 3.0’s mission is to investigate some of 
the most extraordinary people on the planet to see 
what we can all learn from their lives.

To truly understand them, our host Todd Sampson 
will not only walk in their shoes, he will hack into their 
world using science as his guide. Travelling to 
Ethiopia, Gaza, Mexico, Siberia, USA, Benin and 
Japan, Body Hack 3.0 explores the human potential 
and how our mind and body can adapt to almost 
anything.

Funny, shocking, heart-breaking and unbelievable –
from illuminating key moments in the evolution of 
human history to using visual effects to dive deep into 
the incredible adaptations of the human body,

Body Hack 3.0 seeks to show every ordinary person 
that, with the right preparation, we can all go further 
than we ever imagined. It’s science, but not as you 
know it.

Duration
7 x one hour
(Moderated version also 
available)

Country of Production
Australia 

Directors
Jeff Siberry
Outrageous Acts of Danger

Executive Producers
Chris Hilton
Living Universe 
Todd Sampson
Redesign My Brain
David Alrich
Griff’s Great Australian Rail Trip

An EQ Media Group production 
for Network 10 Australia

“Even more intense than you’d 
imagine” – GQ AUSTRALIA

“An hour of television that is sure 
to be discussed in homes and 
workplaces across the country”
TV BLACKBOX

Web-site access:
BODY HACK 3.0

https://www.abacusmediarights.com/programme/3140/body-hack-30
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CHRISTIANE AMANPOUR: 
SEX & LOVE AROUND 
THE WORLD

D
oc

um
en

ta
ry

 F
ea

tu
re

Having built an illustrious career interviewing 
global power players and reporting from war-torn 
countries, renowned journalist Christiane 
Amanpour is now turning her gaze to the shifting 
landscapes of intimacy, love and pleasure in an 
increasingly complex world.

Amanpour travels to Asia, Africa, Europe and the 
Middle East to meet everyday individuals who are 
shaping the idea of modern love. 

Whether single and dating in Accra, married and 
sexless in Tokyo, inspired by ancient erotica in Beirut, 
or transgender in Shanghai – women and men are all 
pushing the boundaries on sexual satisfaction, 
consent, and connection.

Duration
6 x one hour 

Country of Production
USA

Directors
Talya Tibbon
Sky and Ground
Abigail Harper
Rotten
Anna Chai
Living Undocumented 
Sally Freeman
Anthony Bourdain: Parts Unknown
Sarah Holm Johansen
Broken

Zero Point Zero production, Inc. 
produced for CNN

“Riveting” - VOGUE
“A very revealing program”
THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

Web-site access:
CHRISTIANE AMANPOUR: SEX AND 
LOVE AROUND THE WORLD

https://www.abacusmediarights.com/programme/3157/christiane-amanpour-sex-love-around-the-world
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British comedian and travel enthusiast Griff Rhys 
Jones is boarding the trains of Australia to 
present a very modern look at the land down 
under.

In this six-part series, Griff will criss-cross the vast 
continent from the west coast to the east coast, north 
to south, from surf beaches to dusty outback, he’ll 
cover thousands of miles through the heart of this 
great land. In 2015, Griff took a very successful train 
journey through Africa. Now he’s going to immerse 
himself in modern Australia, unravel its pioneering 
history, delight in its indigenous culture, meet some of 
its more unique characters, and journey through its 
most isolated towns and spirited cities.

Along the way, Griff will discover the history of the 
railroads, the people that operate them and the 
communities that rely on them – because it’s the 
railways that made modern Australia.

Duration
6 x one hour 
(6 x half hour version also available)

Also available: 
GRIFF’S GREAT KIWI ROAD TRIP
(4 x one hour)

Country of Production
Australia 

Directors
Julia Peters
Miracle Hospital 
David Alrich

Producer
Julia Peters
Australia’s Got Talent 

Executive Producers
Brendan Dahill
Koala Rescue
David Alrich
Griff's Great Kiwi Road Trip

An EQ Media Group production

Web-site access: 
GRIFF’S GREAT AUSTRALIAN 
RAIL TRIP

https://www.abacusmediarights.com/programme/3138/griffs-great-australian-rail-trip
https://www.abacusmediarights.com/programme/3138/griffs-great-australian-rail-trip
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GRIFF’S GREAT 
KIWI ROAD TRIP
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British comedian and travel enthusiast Griff Rhys 
Jones is packing his bags, pulling on his hiking 
boots, and heading out into the wilds to explore 
New Zealand. Journey with him as he drives, flies, 
cycles, sails and jetboats his way from the top of 
the North Island to the bottom of the South Island 
– all the while avoiding the well-trodden path of 
State Highway 1.

With each challenge Griff investigates iconic aspects 
of life in New Zealand – meeting interesting people, 
throwing himself into activities, and revealing layers of 
history and culture in each region. 

On an adventure taking the paths less travelled, Griff 
asks the questions never asked and discovers sides 
of this country that are only rarely seen.

Griff’s Great Kiwi Road Trip is a fun and fascinating 
romp to find the best of Aotearoa New Zealand.

Duration
4 x one hour
(4 x half hour version also available)

Also available: 
GRIFF’S GREAT AUSTRALIAN 
RAIL TRIP (6 x one hour) 

Country of Production
New Zealand 

Directors
Dan Salmon
Pictures of Susan
John Hagen
House Hunters International

Executive Producers
Brendan Dahill
Koala Rescue
Richard Fletcher
The Changeover
David Alrich
Griff’s Great Australian Rail Trip

An EQ Media Group production

Web-site access:
GRIFF’S GREAT KIWI ROAD TRIP

https://www.abacusmediarights.com/programme/3139/griffs-great-kiwi-road-trip
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South Africa’s Johannesburg is a dangerous 
place. With crime on a nationwide rise, and 
syndicates becoming increasingly intricate in 
their planning and execution of crimes, heroes are 
few and far between…

Meet NightGuard Security, South Africa’s toughest, 
no-holds-barred team who live to fight crime. Brothers 
JP, Moolie and Zaine Eblen, along with their team 
of specialised guards and experienced operation 
units, keep the streets of South Africa safe.

Gun fights, undercover busts and midnight car 
chases, High Alert has it all! Buckle your seat belt, 
it’s going to be quite a ride… 

Duration
Seasons 1 & 2: 20 x one hour

Country of Production
South Africa 

An NV Studios production

Web-site access:
HIGH ALERT

https://www.abacusmediarights.com/programme/3141/high-alert
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I Hostage is a deep-dive series that meets the 
people who have survived hostage-taking 
situations. At the mercy of madness, these people 
have lived to tell the tale of their survival as 
nerves were frayed and emotions were pushed to 
the breaking point. 

Each episode features interviews with survivors who 
reveal in detail what the seconds, minutes, hours and 
days felt like from their insider’s vantage point.

These emotionally charged perspectives will be 
interwoven with the stories of those who came to their 
aid. From police to firefighters to S.W.A.T. teams, 
getting innocent people out safely while 
apprehending the suspect is what their professions 
are about.

Duration
13 x one hour

Country of Production
Canada

Directors
John Barnard
Bachman
Scott R. Leary
My Misdiagnosis

Producer
Kyle Bornais
Sorry for Your Loss

A Farpoint Films production 

Web-site access:
I, HOSTAGE

https://www.abacusmediarights.com/programme/3121/i-hostage
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SEASON 1
In this new multi-part investigative series, CNN’s Chris Cuomo 
does a deep dive into the psychology of murder and violence.

Are murderers born or made? Is violent behaviour genetic? Chris 
interviews serial killers in maximum security prison about their 
predatory urges. Behavioural scientists, and criminal psychologists 
who have studied these monsters discuss their research findings.

Chris also takes viewers behind the scenes with criminal 
investigators as they hunt for a serial rapist and survivors share their 
compelling stories about how they escaped with their lives.…Each 
one-hour episode is shot in cinema verite.

SEASON 2
Inside Evil with Chris Cuomo returns with the season premiere 
featuring CNN anchor Chris Cuomo’s exclusive final interview 
with convicted serial killer, Andrew Urdiales. Cuomo speaks with 
Urdiales on the day he is sent to death row and tries to 
understand why this madman chose to kill multiple women in 
cold blood. Was he insane? Did he hate women? Were there 
clues in his childhood?

Over five one-hour episodes, Cuomo investigates how nature versus 
nurture shaped some of America’s most dangerous criminals and led 
them down deadly paths of destruction. Speaking at length with the 
killers, the victims who experienced the violence, as well as 
detectives, scientists and experts who have studied the cases, 
Cuomo seeks out the science and psychology of evil.

This season of Inside Evil also features interviews with Paris Lee 
Bennett who killed his four-year-old-sister when he was just 13 and is 
serving 40 years in prison; Lisa Harris, who as a teen committed a 
violent murder which she says was an act of revenge; and Sing Sing 
inmate No. 04A0823, John J. Lennon, who is currently serving a 28-
year-to-life sentence for the cold-blooded murder of a fellow drug 
dealer and has traded his gun for a pen in prison.

Duration
10 x one hour

Country of Production
USA

Producers
Kimberly Launier
Daniela Cruzat

Executive Producers
Nancy Duffy
Jessica Velmans

Featuring 
Chris Cuomo

An HLN Original Series

Web-site access:
INSIDE EVIL WITH CHRIS CUOMO

https://www.abacusmediarights.com/programme/3125/inside-evil-with-chris-cuomo
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From Emmy® Award-winning executive producers 
Tom Hanks and Gary Goetzman in association with 
HBO and Emmy® Award-winning producer Mark 
Herzog, CNN Original Series The Movies explores 
American cinema through the decades and the 
cultural, societal and political shifts that framed its 
evolution. 

Combining archival footage and interviews with leading 
actors, directors, producers, critics and historians, the 
series showcases the most pivotal moments in film that 
have stirred the imagination and influenced our culture.

The series features interviews with: 

Paul Thomas Anderson
Alec Baldwin
Peter Bogdanovich
Ellen Burstyn
Tim Burton
Cameron Crowe
Billy Crystal
Robert De Niro
Jon Favreau
Antoine Fuqua
Morgan Freeman
Bill Hader
Tom Hanks
Amy Heckerling
Ron Howard
Holly Hunter
Anjelica Huston

Duration
12 x one hour or 6 x two hours

Country of Production
USA

Executive Producers
Tom Hanks
Gary Goetzman
Mark Herzog

A CNN Original Series produced 
by The Playtone Company and 
Herzog & Company

“A cinephile’s dream look at film 
and its impact over the decades” 
DEADLINE

“A movie lover’s delight” - PARADE 

“To quote Spike Lee in his 
breakthrough film: Do the Right 
Thing, and watch” - TV INSIDER

Baz Luhrmann
Frances McDormand
Julianne Moore
Ed Norton
Robert Redford
Rob Reiner
Molly Ringwald
Maya Rudolph
Martin Scorsese
Ridley Scott
John Singleton
Sharon Stone
Robert Zemeckis
Julia Roberts
Steven Spielberg
Edgar Wright 
Plus many more.

Web-site access:
THE MOVIES

https://www.abacusmediarights.com/programme/3134/the-movies
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MY CRAZY 
BIRTH STORY
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A baby is born every 4.2 seconds, but not every 
birth goes as planned. In some instances, 
unexpected events can lead to birth stories 
ranging from the bizarre or potentially risky to the 
very, very funny!

See the hilarious (and sometimes horrifying) labours 
that land mothers in sticky situations from giving birth 
in the middle of the ocean to having a baby in the 
bathroom stall of a fast food restaurant, these 
successful birthing stories are a far cry from a typical 
delivery.

In each episode, watch as we re-tell three mothers’ 
astonishing stories through first-hand accounts and 
available footage (CCTV, cell phone footage, etc.), as 
well as re-enactments that show how the births 
occurred.

Duration
10 x one hour

Country of Production
USA

Executive Producers 
Jeff Collins
Dance Moms
Michael Hammond
So Sharp 
Lindsay Schwartz
Stove Tots 
Joycelyn Di Palma

A Collins Avenue Entertainment 
production

Web-site access:
MY CRAZY BIRTH STORY

https://www.abacusmediarights.com/programme/3137/my-crazy-birth-story
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THE RADICAL STORY 
OF PATTY HEARST
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The Radical Story of Patty Hearst is a six-part 
series that follows the transformation of Patty 
Hearst from heiress to terrorist in a saga of 
privilege, celebrity, politics, media, revolution and 
violence.

Over 40 years later, newly discovered evidence, 
archival footage, cinematic recreations and exclusive 
first-hand accounts shed light on one of the biggest 
and most bizarre stories in modern American history.

The Radical Story of Patty Hearst includes 
unprecedented access to key figures in the story 
including Bill Harris, the man that abducted Hearst 
from her apartment in 1974, and Steven Weed, the 
fiancé who witnessed it all. The series weaves 
through her upbringing, kidnapping, transformation 
into a terrorist, subsequent arrest and trial and her 
transition back into American royalty.

Best-selling author and Emmy® Award-winning 
producer Jeffrey Toobin (American Heiress: The Wild 
Saga of the Kidnapping, Crimes and Trial of Patty 
Hearst, The People v. O.J. Simpson: American Crime 
Story) serves as one of the executive producers.

Duration
6 x one hour

Country of Production
USA

Director
Pat Kondelis
Outcry

Executive Producers
Jeffrey Toobin
Trial by Media
Jody Wingrove
The Scheme
Marla Quintana
Disgraced
Pat Kondelis
Outry

A Bat Bridge Entertainment 
production for CNN

“Riveting” - THE GUARDIAN
“Fascinating” - THE DAILY MAIL
“Not to be missed”
SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE
“Must see”
SOMERSET COUNTY GAZETTE

Web-site access:
THE RADICAL STORY OF PATTY 
HEARST

https://www.abacusmediarights.com/programme/3120/the-radical-story-of-patty-hearst


N
O

N
-F

IC
TI

O
N

 S
ER

IE
S

RICH AND 
ACQUITTED 
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Imagine your ex-wife is found brutally murdered. You 
have a history of domestic violence, your DNA is 
splattered all over the crime scene, and her blood is 
found in your car. You, the perfect suspect, would 
likely spend the rest of your life in prison. But if 
you’re O.J. Simpson, and can afford to hire the dream 
team defence, your acquittal will shock the world.

Welcome to Rich and Acquitted, a non-fiction series 
that explores six notorious cases of celebrities and other 
glaringly wealthy accused perpetrators who have used 
their vast resources to retain top-flight attorneys in order 
to escape legal situations that would otherwise destroy 
any normal human being.

Does the protective cloak of celebrity and the almighty 
dollar weigh down the scales of justice? Rich and 
Acquitted reveals astonishing details about alleged 
crimes and brings to light new information on these 
cases.

Watch how powerful, charismatic lawyers first try their 
cases with the press, swaying potential jurors long 
before the cases even go to trial. Examining the stories 
you think you know, Rich and Acquitted takes you 
through the twists and turns of high-profile cases, 
including O.J. Simpson, Michael Jackson, R. Kelly, Oscar 
Pistorius, Robert Blake and Calvin Broadus, aka Snoop 
Dogg.

Duration
6 x one hour

Country of Production
USA

Producers
Eric Anderson
Michael Spierer
Thomas Gibson

Executive Producer
Brent Zacky

An Ashley Oaks Media 
production

Web-site access:
RICH AND ACQUITTED

https://www.abacusmediarights.com/programme/3126/rich-and-acquitted


N
O

N
-F

IC
TI

O
N

 S
ER

IE
S

ROAD TO RICHES
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We could all use a little spare cash – and it could 
be hiding in plain sight in our own homes! Every 
house in the western world has at least $5000 of 
knick-knacks, bric-a-brac, collectables, 
ephemera, furniture and paintings that could be 
liquidated for cold hard cash –and probably not 
even missed. Enter Lucas Callaghan on his aged 
motorbike. 

In Road to Riches this Australian picker visits 
households who have a pressing need to raise some 
readies, and he’ll convert their unwanted collectables 
into cold hard cash. He’s the antithesis of the antiques 
industry vultures who take pride at finding cheap 
treasure and selling it at a vast profit for themselves. 
Lucas shows families in need how to achieve top 
dollar for their Wares.

In each episode Lucas scours attics, spare rooms, 
garages and storage rooms, while explaining what to 
look for, to find hidden value, and the best way to 
reap the biggest profit. He then works with the family 
to achieve the cash – be it for a holiday, health issues, 
a new home whatever their needs. Along the way, he 
finds the restorers, auctioneers, specialist collectors 
and markets that will generate the right price for the 
household’s trade-able treasures. Road to Riches is 
an emotional, heart-warming, sometimes hilarious 
series that puts much needed cash back into the 
pockets of everyday folks.

Duration
6 x one hour 

Country of Production
Australia 

Directors
David Alrich
Tim Vincent

Executive Producer
David Alrich
Koala Rescue 

An EQ Media Group production

“A fresh, fast-paced, energetic 
look into the skill of identifying 
household valuable antiques and 
collectables” - TV BLACKBOX

Web-site access:
ROAD TO RICHES

https://www.abacusmediarights.com/programme/3135/road-to-riches
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You’ve planned this for months, forged your story 
into that one timeless image and refrained from 
drinking for 24 hours. Now it’s time to roll up your 
sleeves and brace yourself for the craziest tattoo 
experience in town. With the rumble of a V-twin 
engine and the hum of a state-of-the-art tattoo 
machine, Johannesburg-based tattoo shop 
Rumble & Hum will knock you where you didn’t 
see it coming!

Watch as the wackiest mixture of comedy and tears 
unravels into masterpieces of ink and skin. 
Established artist Lewis ‘Vudulew’ Williams takes no 
prisoners with his piercing remarks, pranks and zen-
like focus when he puts needle to canvas. These guys 
are wild, loud and insatiable when it comes to crazy 
humour and world-class tattooing of their eccentric 
clients. 

Welcome to the mania and magic of Rumble & Hum!

Duration
Seasons 1 & 2: 20 x one hour

Country of Production
South Africa 

Executive Producers
Damien Brown
From Scratch
Graeme Swanepoel
Fix My Love

An NV Studios Production

Web-site access:
RUMBLE & HUM

https://www.abacusmediarights.com/programme/3142/rumble-hum
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UNMASKING A 
KILLER
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Unmasking A Killer profiles the terrifying real-life story 
of the Golden State Killer – a man responsible for a 
staggering 51 attacks and 12 murders in California. 
Investigators have searched for the sadistic criminal for 
40 years and following a national campaign led by the 
Sacramento FBI and a $50,000 reward to identify the 
perpetrator, arrested a prime suspect - 72 year-old 
former police officer Joseph James DeAngelo - on 25 
April 2018, who is now awaiting trial.

The series takes an in-depth look at the manhunt, alongside 
patterns, escape methods and mind games of the killer and 
includes interviews with investigators, law enforcement and 
victims, who have never spoken out publicly sharing their 
experiences to help bring the man who successfully flew 
under the radar for decades to justice.

***UPDATE EPISODES***

Joseph DeAngelo has been arrested and identified as 
the Golden State Killer. He has been charged with 12 
homicides across 4 jurisdictions. A possible 13th murder 
charge in a 5th jurisdiction is imminent.

Closing In On the Golden State Killer: Part 1 & Part 2 are 
the two update episodes which detail the identification and 
arrest of the Golden State Killer. The episodes also take a 
look at the defendant’s life and addresses questions that 
have remained unanswered for decades. The case of the 
Golden State Killer has changed law enforcement 
forever. The capture of Joseph DeAngelo is changing it 
again.

Duration
5 x one hour 
(PLUS 2 x one hour update episodes)

Country of Production
USA

Executive Producers
Biagio Messina
Three Days to Live
Joke Fincioen
Deadly Recall

Joke Productions for HLN

“The show is highly detailed in its 
coverage of the case... unique for 
a true crime documentary”
CRIMINAL ELEMENT
“Gripping… something to binge 
on” - JOE.IE
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WHEN MISSING 
TURNS TO MURDER
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250,000 people go missing in the UK every year. 
Some are found alive, some have taken their own 
lives and others simply vanish. But there are vast 
numbers of cases in the UK where missing person 
investigations suddenly become the worst thing 
imaginable. This series reveals first-hand the 
impact on families, the police process, and the 
emotional and investigative shift ‘when missing 
turns to murder’.

Each episode is built around one resolved case - from 
the moment a family report a loved one missing, to 
the moment someone is convicted of their murder. 

Every case is told in a present-tense, unfolding 
manner, seamlessly combining the police process 
and family emotions as a missing person investigation 
unfolds, building to the moment it turns into a murder 
investigation, and then ultimately to the arrest, charge 
and conviction of a killer.

Duration
10 x one hour

Country of Production
UK

Executive Producer
Miles Jarvis
Underground Worlds 

Producer
Jaimi West
Evacuees Reunited 

A Phoenix Television production

“Gripping and highly emotional”
BT TV
“The new true crime series you 
have to watch” - PRETTY 52

Web-site access:
WHEN MISSING TURNS TO MURDER

https://www.abacusmediarights.com/programme/3119/when-missing-turns-to-murder
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THE ZOO
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An exciting series that goes behind the scenes at 
a highly popular zoo and brings the public closer 
to the animals and its zookeepers. Set in 70 acres 
of Dublin’s Phoenix Park, The Zoo welcomes 
nearly a million visitors a year, and is home to 
more than 600 exotic animals.

The Zoo introduces viewers to the dedicated men 
and women who work at Ireland’s world-renowned 
180 year old zoological gardens. Cameras closely 
follow the keepers every step of the way on an 
exhilarating and often emotional journey as they take 
care of some of the world’s most fascinating 
creatures and get to share their experiences.

From the day to day aspects and animal husbandry, 
to the excitement and drama of births, deaths and 
unexpected emergencies, every day at Dublin Zoo is 
an adventure.

There's a whole host of animals, reptiles and exotic 
species to discover, including African hunting dogs, 
hippopotamuses, gorillas, spider monkeys, monitor 
lizards, fruit- bats, pygmy marmosets, golden lion 
tamarins, humboldt penguins, red river hogs, 
Californian sea- lions, Asian leaf turtles, Chilean 
flamingos, mangabey monkeys, Indian hornbills, 
waldraap ibis, owls and many, many more.

Duration
Seasons 1 – 9: 80 x half hours
(Also available:
3 x one hour Christmas Specials)

Country of Production
Ireland

A Moondance production

Web-site access:
THE ZOO

https://www.abacusmediarights.com/programme/3136/the-zoo
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ALIENS ON THE MOON: 
THE TRUTH EXPOSED
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Aliens on the Moon, a compelling documentary 
special, goes beyond the ‘official’ story to 
examine what really might have happened on the 
historic day that mankind first set foot on the 
Moon in 1969.

Presenting astounding never-before-seen archival 
photographic evidence unearthed from the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration, Aliens on the 
Moon questions the stories we have been told. What 
did US astronauts encounter on the lunar surface? 
And what are governments around the world keeping 
from us?

Asking probing questions, interviewing authoritative 
lunar experts including astronaut Buzz Aldrin, 
analysing never-before aired NASA photos and using 
incredible 3D flybys of the lunar constructions, this 
sensational special questions whether the Moon is 
potentially being used as a base, and possibly a 
staging area, by a mysterious race of alien beings.

Duration
1 x 90-minutes

Country of Production
USA

A Robert Kiviat Productions 
production

Web-site access:
ALIENS ON THE MOON: THE TRUTH EXPOSED

“Slickly-made and rather 
compelling” - VERY HELPFUL

https://www.abacusmediarights.com/programme/3241/aliens-on-the-moon-the-truth-exposed
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AN ENGINEER 
IMAGINES
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An Engineer Imagines is a cinematic homage to 
the life and ideas of Peter Rice, a man widely 
regarded as the most distinguished structural 
engineer of the late twentieth century. Without his 
innovations and collaborations with the leading 
architects of his time, some of the most 
recognisable buildings in the world, including the 
Sydney Opera House, the Centre Pompidou and 
the Louvre Pyramid, would not have been 
possible.

This Fine Point Films production traces Rice’s 
extraordinary life from his native Ireland, through 
London, Sydney and Paris, to his untimely and tragic 
death in 1992. Through a series of interviews with his 
family, friends and former colleagues, interwoven with 
stunning time-lapse photography, we begin to 
understand the workings of one of the great minds 
and unsung heroes of the twentieth century. 

This is the story of a man who pushed the boundaries 
of art and science to achieve the unimaginable.

Duration
1 x 90-minutes

Country of Production
UK & Ireland

Director
Marcus Robinson

Producers
Brendan J. Byrne                                              
No Stone Unturned 
Brian Willis

Executive Producer
Trevor Birney                                                 
Mea Maxima Culpa: Silence in the 
House 
of God 

A Fine Point Films production

IFI DOCUMENTARY FESTIVAL 
Official Selection

“A cinematic tribute revealing the 
monumental legacy of Peter Rice” 
BLUE DOOR MAGAZINE

Web-site access:
AN ENGINEER IMAGINES

https://www.abacusmediarights.com/programme/3129/an-engineer-imagines
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In 1974, Bachman Turner Overdrive was one of 
the biggest bands in the world with classics 
like Takin’ Care of Business and You Ain’t Seen 
Nothing Yet. This is the story of its founder, rock 
icon Randy Bachman, whose career has spanned 
more than five decades earning him over 120 
platinum, gold and silver records – from his early 
days with The Guess Who with hits like American 
Woman, to today.

As one of the few legendary artists to reach #1 in two 
separate bands, Bachman’s singularly focused goal of 
creating music has taken him from spectacular highs 
to crushing lows and back again, where today he 
reigns as one of the most prolific and iconic artists in 
the history of Canadian music. Featuring interviews 
with Bachman’s friends, family and fans including Neil 
Young, Alex Lifeson (Rush), Peter Frampton, Buffy 
Sainte-Marie, Paul Shaffer and Chris Jericho.

Duration
1 x 78-minutes

Country of Production
Canada

Director
John Barnard
I, Hostage

Producer
Kyle Bornais
The Fantasy Makers 

Featuring
Alex Lifeson
Bruce Allen
Buffy Sainte-Marie
Chad Allen
Chris Jericho
Fred Turner
Jon Einarson
Lorelei Bachman

A Mister Rock Inc. production

HOT DOCS 
Official Selection

GIMLI FILM FESTIVAL                
WINNER - Best of Fest 

“A loving portrait” 
THE HOLLYWOOD REPORTER

Neil Young
Paul Shaffer
Peter Frampton
Randy Bachman
Susan Jacks
Tal Bachman
Terry David 
Mulligan

Web-site access:
BACHMAN

https://www.abacusmediarights.com/programme/3123/bachman
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THE BEATLES: 
MADE ON MERSEYSIDE
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Is their unparalleled journey one of luck or 
inevitability?

The Beatles defined music and popular culture like no 
other band ever will - but how did they make the journey 
from Merseyside teenagers to international pop stars in 
the 1960s? The Beatles: Made on Merseyside recounts 
how American rock ‘n’ roll and rhythm and blues 
dragged post-war Liverpool into one of the most vibrant 
music cities ever with the Mersey Sound.

Featuring unique archive and revealing interviews from 
those involved in the early years of The Beatles in 
Liverpool and Hamburg, we discover the story of The 
Beatles’ previous band formations and why it took so 
long for them to achieve success. From school bands, to 
colleges; Hamburg to The Cavern Club, The Beatles 
moved from skiffle to rock ‘n’ roll before creating their 
own unique sound.

Featuring newly filmed contributions from the ‘fifth 
Beatle’ Pete Best; Quarrymen Colin Hanton and Len 
Garry; Brian Epstein’s business associate Joe Flannery; 
The Beatles first ever secretary Freda Kelly; original 
Merseybeat magazine owner Bill Harry and flatmates of 
John Lennon and Stuart Sutcliffe, The Beatles: Made 
on Merseyside charts the original music and the energy 
and excitement that led to the explosion of Beatlemania.

Duration
1 x 85-minutes                                                   
(1 x 54-minute version also 
available)

Country of Production
UK

Director
Alan Byron
Mario Lanza: 
The Best of Everything

Featuring
Pete Best, Freda Kelly, 
Joe Flannery, Len Garry, 
Colin Hanton, Cynthia Lennon, 
Bill Harry, George Harrison, 
John Lennon, Mark Kermode, 
Paul McCartney, Ringo Starr, 
Rod Murray, Tony Bramwell, 
Tony Palmer

A Screenbound Ltd. production

“Anecdotes from friends and 
contemporaries offer evocative 
insights” - THE SUNDAY TELEGRAPH

"An affectionate portrait of both a 
band and an era” - THE OBSERVER

Web-site access:
THE BEATLES: MADE ON MERSEYSIDE

https://www.abacusmediarights.com/programme/3186/the-beatles-made-on-merseyside
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BOJAYA: CAUGHT   
IN THE CROSSFIRE
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BOJAYÁ: Caught In The Crossfire follows the 
story of Leyner Palacios, a community leader and 
Nobel peace prize nominee, who lost 32 relatives 
in one massacre.

The 2002 Bojayá massacre was and remains, one of 
the worst mass atrocities in Colombia’s 50 year-long 
conflict. The victims were never to be properly 
identified. As a result, Leyner decided to become a 
lawyer to fight for his people’s rights.

Through capturing Leyner’s obstacle-filled quest in 
real time, a fascinating perspective emerges on an 
unfolding history in Colombia. Is Leyner’s value 
merely symbolic, or can this poster-boy for peace 
make a difference? Is the violence in Colombia 
cyclical and intractable, or can it be changed by 
listening to the voices of the victims?

Duration
1 x 80-minutes

Country of Production
Ireland & Colombia 

Director
Oisin Kearney

Producer
Loretta van der Horst

Executive Producers
Trevor Birney                                                 
Mea Maxima Culpa: Silence in the 
House of God 
Brendan Byrne
No Stone Unturned

A Fine Point Films production

HOT DOCS
World Premiere 

GALWAY FILM FLEADH
Official Selection

“Powerful” - IFTN

Web-site access:
BOJAYA: CAUGHT IN THE CROSSFIRE

https://www.abacusmediarights.com/programme/3130/bojay%C3%A1-caught-in-the-crossfire
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CLOSING GAMBIT: 
1978 KORCHNOI VERSUS 
KARPOV AND THE KREMLIN
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What happened during that summer of 1978 is the 
most incredible sporting story that has never been 
told… until now.

After Fischer beat Spassky in the 1972 World Chess 
Championship, the Soviets plotted to regain this 
coveted title by supporting Anatoly Karpov – a loyal 
member of the Communist Party. Fischer refused to 
defend his title and Karpov was crowned King, but his 
first title defence was against Viktor Korchnoi – a 
critic of the Soviet regime and high-profile defector 
since 1976. 

As the rivals fight on the chess board, their teams are 
locked in a war of espionage, parapsychology, coded 
yoghurts, KGB agents, death threats, and a mystic 
sect wanted for murder.

Duration
1 x 85-minutes                                                    
(1 x 55-minute version also available)

Country of Production
UK

Director
Alan Byron
Mario Lanza: The Best of 
Everything

Featuring
Anatoly Karpov, Boris Gelfand,                
Garry Kasparov, 
Magnus Carlsen, Michael Adams, 
Nigel Short, Veselin Topalov, 
Vishy Anand

A Screenbound Ltd. production
Web-site access:
CLOSING GAMBIT

https://www.abacusmediarights.com/programme/3185/closing-gambit-1978-korchnoi-versus-karpov-and-the-kremlin
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EL CHAPO AND SEAN PENN: 
BUNGLE IN THE JUNGLE
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A behind-the-scenes look inside the ill-fated 
rendezvous among Penn, El Chapo and actress 
Kate Del Castillo.

For Sean Penn, El Chapo was to be his ‘Treasure Of 
The Sierra Madre’. The most wanted, most dangerous 
and richest drug lord in the world agreed to meet 
Penn in the remote mountains of Sinaloa state, to 
grant the first and only interview since he escaped 
from Mexico’s number one security prison.

For the first time, cameras go inside that rendezvous 
and reveal the true story of what happened behind 
the scenes, who orchestrated the meeting, the 
identities of the two mystery men travelling with Penn 
and the secret Hollywood figure who’s really pulling 
strings, with a $6 million offer for El Chapo’s life story 
rights.

What was the real reason that Sean Penn took this 
risky and reckless journey? What was the real motive 
for the actress Kate Del Castillo to set up a meeting 
that could have led to both their deaths? And what 
were the secret texts between El Chapo and Kate, 
long before the day of the “Bungle In The Jungle”?

El Chapo & Sean Penn: Bungle in the Jungle. More 
than the headlines could tell.

Duration
1 x one hour

Country of Production
USA

Producer
Josey Crews
Kardashian: The Man Who Saved 
OJ Simpson

Executive Producers 
Peter Brennan
Judge Judy
Burt Kearns
Kardashian: The Man Who Saved 
OJ Simpson
Lisa Lew
Deadly Paradise 

Featuring
Tyrel Ventura
Vance Owen
Sharon Waxman
Paul Rodriguez
Chris Brancato
Cristina Perez
Maria Conchita Alonso
Natalie Trombetta

A Reelz Channel production

Web-site access:
EL CHAPO AND SEAN PENN: 
BUNGLE IN THE JUNGLE

https://www.abacusmediarights.com/programme/3127/el-chapo-sean-penn-bungle-in-the-jungle
https://www.abacusmediarights.com/programme/3127/el-chapo-sean-penn-bungle-in-the-jungle
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E.M FORSTER:   
HIS LONGEST JOURNEY
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E.M. Forster: His Longest Journey is a film about E.M. 
Forster’s life. It is also the story of a special and largely 
unknown book by E.M. Forster called The Longest 
Journey, a book that describes Forster’s own sense of 
what his life was to be. This book, above all his other 
books, describes what he felt his life was to be.

The film traces Forster’s growing recognition of his 
development as a writer, his homosexuality and his need to 
initiate himself into his own true nature. We understand 
Forster’s extraordinary sexual shyness and diffidence in his 
youth and his sexual promiscuity after his great success 
with A Passage to India.

Through interviews with his biographers and literary critics, 
the film traces the resonances in Forster’s life that that are 
intimated in the novel. We learn of his lovers and his final 
long relationship with Bob Buckingham, the good-looking 
policeman, in whose wife’s arms Forster died. We see 
extracts from the many films made of Forster’s novels.
‘How few are left to be loved.’

The Longest Journey is a book about the search for 
redemption in a creative life half lived and a creative life 
betrayed upon the altar of self-seeking convention. This 
most modern story sets out most clearly the premonitions 
that Forster had about his own life. Introduced by James 
Wilby, who starred in the films of Maurice and Howards End, 
this new film brings to life the story of the long journey of 
E.M. Forster.

Duration
1 x one hour

Country of Production
UK

Directors & Producers 
Vance Goodwin
Kate: The Making of Modern Queen
Adrian Munsey
Kate: The Making of Modern Queen

Featuring
Richard Marquand
James Ivory
Helena Bonham Carter
Bill Goldstein
Wendy Moffat
Nicola Beauman
Professor Max Saunders
Professor Santanu Das

An Odyssey Television production

Web-site access:
E.M. FORSTER: HIS LONGEST JOURNEY

- TV TIMES

“Solid and informative”                          
THE SUNDAY TIMES
“A great piece of programming 
that illuminates it’s subject” 
THE DAILY TELEGRAPH

- THE DAILY MAIL

https://www.abacusmediarights.com/programme/3162/em-forster-his-longest-journey
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HARRY & MEGHAN:               
A VERY MODERN ROMANCE
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With the same interests, Harry and Meghan seem 
ideally suited. They have both confronted difficult 
upbringings and triumphed. Now they triumph 
together.

This one hour special, including an interview with 
biographer Andrew Morton, investigates the social 
background that makes this adventurous marriage 
seem thoroughly in keeping with the modern British 
Royal Family. It explores the remarkable lives of 
actress Meghan Markle, a powerful women’s rights 
campaigner, and Prince Harry, who has broken out of 
the royal straightjacket without losing his royal 
dignity.

Eighty-two years after a romance with a divorced 
commoner from America led to the abdication of a 
King, this royal marriage sets and confirms a 
revolutionised set of British values.

Duration
1 x one hour

Country of Production
UK

Directors & Producers 
Vance Goodwin
Kate: The Making of Modern Queen
Adrian Munsey
Kate: The Making of Modern Queen

Featuring
Anthony Seldon
Richard Kay
Penny Junior
Katie Nicholl
Emily Nash
Jeffrey Archer
Sarah Bradford
Andrew Morton

An Odyssey Television production

Web-site access:
HARRY AND MEGHAN: 
A VERY MODERN ROMANCE

"The documentary is really 
endearing...the narrative was 
delightful” – JOE.CO.UK

https://www.abacusmediarights.com/programme/3163/harry-meghan-a-very-modern-romance
https://www.abacusmediarights.com/programme/3163/harry-meghan-a-very-modern-romance
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KATE: THE MAKING   
OF A MODERN QUEEN
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The remarkable transformation of a young English 
woman.

Combining remarkable footage and expert interviews, 
this authoritative special presents the true story of 
Kate Middleton, the seemingly ordinary young woman 
now destined to be Queen of England.

From comparatively modest circumstances, the 
Middleton family could not be more different from the 
royal family. Yet, this is exactly what William wanted –
a royal life combined with comfortable marital stability 
and a continuation of the easier relationship with the 
British people, started by his mother, Diana.

Featuring interviews with royal commentators Sir 
Anthony Seldon, Ferdinand Mount, Catherine Mayer, 
Emily Nash, Katie Nichol and Sarah Bradford, Kate: 
The Making of a Modern Queen is an evocative 
portrayal of the life that Kate shares with William - the 
royal engagements, the excitement her appearances 
attract and her relationships with other royals - and 
reveals a woman very much fit to be queen.

Duration
1 x one hour

Country of Production
UK

Directors & Producers 
Vance Goodwin
Kate: The Making of Modern Queen
Adrian Munsey
Kate: The Making of Modern Queen

Featuring
Catherine Mayer
Emily Nash
Ferdinand Mount
Katie Nichol
Sarah Bradford
Sir Anthony Seldon

An Odyssey Television 
production

Web-site access: 
KATE: THE MAKING OF A 
MODERN QUEEN

- THE MAIL ON SUNDAY

“A royally intriguing documentary”  
THE EVENING STANDARD
“Evocative” - THE TELEGRAPH
“Remarkable footage”
MEMORABLE TV

https://www.abacusmediarights.com/programme/3164/kate-the-making-of-a-modern-queen
https://www.abacusmediarights.com/programme/3164/kate-the-making-of-a-modern-queen
https://www.abacusmediarights.com/programme/3164/kate-the-making-of-a-modern-queen
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KILLING 
PATIENT ZERO
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When a new, deadly virus spreads across North 
America at an alarming rate, one man is singled 
out for bringing the disease to the continent.

Spanning the 1970s until today, the story of Gaétan
Dugas – aka ‘Patient Zero’ – serves as the perfect 
microcosm of the evolution of AIDS in America and 
the country’s response to it.

In the early 1980s, little was known about this global 
epidemic, except that it seemed to be most prevalent 
amongst gay men. America was in the grip of fear 
and uncertainty and, in the scramble for answers, 
Dugas would become known and vilified as ‘Patient 
Zero’. 

Exploring timely themes about fear, the demonising of 
the unknown and the danger of false narratives, this 
Fadoo Productions and Fine Point Films documentary 
weaves social history and scientific investigation into 
a poignant story of an individual who became 
intrinsically and tragically linked with AIDS.

Duration
1 x 98-minutes

Country of Production
Canada

Director
Laurie Lynd
Murdoch Mysteries

Producer
Corey Russell
The Go-Go’s

Executive Producer
Trevor Birney
No Stone Unturned 

A Fadoo Productions and Fine Point Films 
Production

HOT DOCS CANADIAN INTERNATIONAL 
DOCUMENTARY FILM FESTIVAL
Special Presentation

DOC NYC
Official Selection

SYDNEY QUEER SCREEN FILM FESTIVAL
Audience Award for Best Documentary -
WINNER

“Insightful, thought provoking, and 
empathetic” - THE GATE
“Must see” - TORONTO STAR

Web-site access:
KILLING PATIENT ZERO

https://www.abacusmediarights.com/programme/3236/killing-patient-zero
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LEGION OF      
BROTHERS
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A secret war never ends

Drawing on unprecedented access to US special 
forces, Legion of Brothers explores the nature and 
impact of nearly 15 years of constant combat since 
2001 by focusing on the original foot soldiers in the 
war on terror: the small teams of Green Berets sent 
on secret missions into Afghanistan immediately after 
9/11 to overthrow the Taliban.

Their story is both an epic, untold war story set on a 
grand canvas - and a tragic, cautionary tale about the 
origins of America’s never-ending war.

Duration
1 x 79-minutes                                                 

Country of Production
USA

Director
Greg Barker
The Longest War

Producer
John Battsek
Listen to Me Marlon
Peter Bergen
The Longest War
Tresha Mabile
22nd Century 

SUNDANCE FILM FESTIVAL 
Official Selection

ANNUAL NEWS & DOCUMENTARY 
EMMY® AWARDS 
Outstanding Politics and Government 
Documentary - NOMINATED

“Poignant”
THE HOLLYWOOD REPORTER
“Involving, unexpectedly moving”          
LA TIMES
“A harrowing documentary”           
FILM JOURNAL

Web-site access:
LEGION OF BROTHERS

https://www.abacusmediarights.com/programme/3158/legion-of-brothers
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NOTHING LIKE 
A DAME
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Sixty years ago, seismic changes ripped through 
the cultural establishment and, together with 
music and fashion, British theatre experienced an 
explosion of creativity and talent, the impact of 
which was felt around the world and is still 
tangible today.

Pivotal to these creative and social shifts were a 
group of young actresses including Eileen Atkins, Judi 
Dench, Joan Plowright and Maggie Smith. All have 
received Damehoods in recognition of their 
outstanding contributions to the acting profession.

Directed by Roger Michell (Notting Hill, Venus), 
Nothing Like a Dame invites you to spend time with 
these icons as they talk about their lives now and 
then: their experience in theatre, TV and cinema and 
the memories they have from when they were bright 
young things right up to the present day – as they 
look back with the wisdom of their years.

Duration
1 x 82-minutes

Country of Production
UK

Director
Roger Michell 
Notting Hill, Venus

Producers
Sally Angel 
Karen Steyn

Executive Producers
Sally Angel for Field Day
Debbie Manners for Field Day
Anthony Wall for the BBC

A Field Day Productions BBC Arena 
co-production

“The laughter and pure hysteria 
are infectious in this wildly 
enjoyable film” - THE GUARDIAN
“Hugely enjoyable” 
THE SUNDAY TIMES

Web-site access:
NOTHING LIKE A DAME

https://www.abacusmediarights.com/programme/3223/nothing-like-a-dame
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OWN THE SKY
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What begins as a life-long passion for Jet Packs, 
turns into an obsession, then addiction and finally 
triumph. Shot over ten years, Own the Sky chronicles 
David Mayman’s seemingly impossible quest to build 
and fly the world’s first Jet Pack around the Statue of 
Liberty, and the impact his obsession has on his wife 
and children.

Growing up in middle class Sydney suburbia, David 
Mayman has the same dream that many young boys of 
his age have – to be able to fly! His quest for speed 
however nearly takes his life and it’s during his recovery 
from a high-speed go-karting accident that he sees the 
opening of the 1984 LA Olympics and the famous flight 
of the rocket pack into the stadium. His life’s ambition is 
born… he is going to build and fly a Jet Pack.

He discovers that the rocket packs of his childhood were 
fakes. They could only fly for 25 seconds at most. What 
he needs is a fire breathing Jet Pack! Something that 
does not exist. Something he will have to build from 
scratch with 83-year-old engineer Nelson Tyler and Bill 
Suitor, the pilot who flew into the stadium.

Financial problems, a horrendous accident and near-
drowning in Sydney Harbour soon brings his selfish 
journey to heel. Recovering from skin graft surgery and 
back with the family, David realises the Jet Pack could 
be used as a rescue vehicle, it could save lives. And the 
final stage of his quest has new life…

Duration
1 x 90-minutes                                                   
(1 x 52-minute version and 1 x 59-minute 
BBC version also available)

Country of Production
Australia 

Director
Gregory Read
Like Minds

Producers
Ellenor Cox
Ultimate Rush
Marcus Gillezeau
Living Universe 

Executive Producers
Chris Hilton
Body Hack
Simon Nasht
Frackman

A Firelight, Paper Bark Films and 
EQ Media Group production

I’CARES DU CINEMA FESTIVAL
Official Selection

BYRON BAY INTERNATIONAL FILM 
FESTIVAL
Official Selection

“A stunning testament to innovation, 
and risk taking, and invention and 
unstoppable will” - NEW ATLAS

Web-site access:
OWN THE SKY

https://www.abacusmediarights.com/programme/3150/own-the-sky
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THE PITY OF WAR: 
POETS AT THE FRONT
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Made to commemorate the 100th anniversary 
of the end of the First World War, this 
poignant documentary special focuses on the 
lives and works of Siegfried Sassoon and 
Wilfred Owen, renowned poets who both 
fought on the front lines.

With contributions from the world’s leading 
historians, The Pity of War: Poets at the Front 
evokes the poets’ deeply visceral shock and 
horror at the incomprehension of the non-
combatants at ‘home’ of what was being 
endured in combat. Their haunting legacy 
remains as we approach the centenary of the 
end of the First World War.

Duration
1 x one hour

Country of Production
UK 

Directors & Producers
Vance Goodwin
Kate: The Making of Modern Queen
Adrian Munsey
Kate: The Making of Modern Queen

An Odyssey Television 
production

Web-site access:
THE PITY OF WAR: POETS AT THE 
FRONT

https://www.abacusmediarights.com/programme/3161/the-pity-of-war-poets-at-the-front
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THOMAS HARDY:   
FATE, EXCLUSION    
AND TRAGEDY
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Thomas Hardy is not the man he appears to be. 
Combining radical instincts, a hatred of hypocrisy, poetic 
brilliance and a deep sense of the tragic basis of life, 
Hardy had a quiet external appearance but internally 
was a man of seething, gloomy darkness. The author of a 
series of a brilliant novels, many of which have been 
made into successful feature films - Tess of the 
D’Urbevilles, Far from the Madding Crowd and Jude the 
Obscure - Hardy late in life became a great poet. 

Despite his respectable outward appearance, Hardy’s life 
was more complex than it seemed. He married his first wife 
Emma Gifford in 1874 and became estranged from her for 
the last 20 years of their life together. They hardly spoke. 

Hardy was overcome with grief and sadness following the 
death of Emma. He had ignored her for half their married 
life. Hardy’s uncomfortable secret was that for the last years 
of his wife’s life he had been deeply in love with a young 
woman - his secretary.

Quite simply and rather suddenly, Hardy’s acts of mourning 
and regret released a greater poet within himself.  The work 
he created made Hardy one of the greatest poets of the 20th

century. 

At the heart of Hardy’s writing is the intersection of fate and 
chance with human tragedy, set in a landscape that Hardy 
called Wessex - one that has haunted his readers ever 
since.

Duration
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Country of Production
UK

Directors & Producers
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SEX, EXILE AND 
GREATNESS
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Novelist (infamous for Lady Chatterley’s Lover), poet, 
social critic, and above all in his own words ‘an outsider’, 
D. H. Lawrence was described by E. M. Forster as ‘the 
greatest imaginative novelist of our generation’. Partly 
because of his early death, partly because of the 
harassment he suffered and partly because of the 
poverty he endured, there is a deep sense of sadness 
underlying his life - despite the brilliance, the enormous 
talent and the unwavering dedication to his wife. 

D. H. Lawrence’s work has produced divergent and 
demanding reactions. There are issues in his work of 
gender, class and race. Much of his style and explicit 
content flouts aesthetic and literary norms. There is an 
intensity and darkness in much of Lawrence’s work that 
challenges and provokes. 

Lawrence described his deepest belief in his essay 
Democracy as: “each man shall be spontaneously himself –
each man himself, each woman herself, without any 
question of equality entering in at all; and that no man shall 
try to determine the being of any other man, or of any other 
woman.”

Deeply sensitive yet at times aggressive, intensely 
preoccupied with sexuality and the truths of human nature, 
accused of misogyny and worse, Lawrence remains a writer 
of incredible ability, consistently challenging literary norms 
and hauntingly brave in his personal, intellectual and 
creative life.
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Country of Production
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Directors & Producers
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PRINCESS DIANA:           
A LIFE AFTER DEATH
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Princess Diana: A Life After Death is different from 
many of the recent programmes 
commemorating the 20th anniversary of Princess 
Diana’s death. It is not just an anniversary 
programme. It is a powerful summary of Princess 
Diana’s historical, political and social legacy.

The distinguished contributors include Sir Anthony 
Seldon, Alastair Campbell, Jeffrey Archer, Emily 
Nash, Katie Nicholl, Catherine Mayer, Richard Kay 
and Sarah Bradford, Viscountess Bangor. 

Backed by a full orchestral soundtrack, Princess 
Diana: A Life After Death takes a lasting approach to 
describing the life of one of the most important 
women who has ever lived.

Duration
1 x one hour

Country of Production
UK 

Directors & Producers
Vance Goodwin
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Born in Corfu in 1921, Prince Philip has lived 
on the national stage through Britain’s move 
from Empire to Commonwealth amid all the 
extraordinary political and social changes 
that have taken place since he married 
Princess Elizabeth in 1947.

This is a new and powerful portrait of a man who 
has often been the subject of conflicting 
opinions - yet who is the most popular royal 
amongst Buckingham Palace staff, and who they 
love and regard as a 'man of the people'.
The programme includes contributions from 
Gyles Brandreth, Philip Eade, Penny Junor, 
Jeffrey Archer, Emily Nash and Richard Kay. 
There are wonderful examples of Prince Philip's 
'gaffes' as well as powerful new and unseen 
footage.

Duration
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Country of Production
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Directors & Producers
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RUDYARD KIPLING:    
A SECRET LIFE
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A truly remarkable portrait of one of the world's 
greatest writers, this documentary special reveals the 
story behind the deaths of two of Kipling’s three 
children, creating an evocation of a man who had 
remarkable gifts, yet had to bear great personal 
tragedy.

In 1904, Kipling’s six-year-old daughter Josephine died 
after illness. In 1916, his son John was killed at the Battle 
of Loos. Their deaths provoked utter desolation but also 
gave birth to the elegiac work that lies at the heart of this 
documentary.

Examining the interaction between his grief and his 
creative force, Rudyard Kipling: A Secret Life combines 
deeply moving dramatisations of three of Kipling's most 
important works - They, Mary Postgate and The 
Gardener - with distinguished insights from Kipling’s 
leading biographers.

Duration
1 x one hour

Country of Production
UK

Directors & Producers 
Vance Goodwin
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"It’s just what a documentary ought to 
be and what most documentaries 
aren’t" - THE INDEPENDENT 
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T.S ELIOT:           
THE SEARCH FOR HAPPINESS

The poet T. S. Eliot’s unhappiness for much of his 
life is set against the happiness and mutual love 
he found with his much younger second wife, 
Valerie.

This documentary special reveals the contrast 
between a previously unhappy man with his deeply 
fulfilling love for Valerie Eliot. Many years after his 
death, and an unexpected result of the marriage, was 
the creation of one of the most successful musicals of 
all time - Cats.

Duration
1 x one hour

Country of Production
UK 

Directors
Vance Goodwin
Rudyard Kipling: A Secret Life
Adrian Munsey
Rudyard Kipling: A Secret Life

Featuring
William Goldstein
Professor Edward Mendelson 
Professor Jason Harding 
Robert McCrum
Lyndall Gordon 
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WHAT WAS VIRGINIA 
WOOLF AFRAID OF?            
A NEW PERSPECTIVE
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On the 28th March 1941, with her overcoat pockets 
full of stones, Virginia Woolf walked slowly and 
deliberately into the River Ouse.

This documentary special explores the life of the 
writer.

It starts with her suicide. Her husband Leonard Woolf 
eventually realises what has happened, though her 
body was not found until the 18th April. Leonard Woolf 
had effectively kept his wife alive throughout their 
marriage, supporting and encouraging her through 
her numerous dark times and breakdowns. 

Drawing upon key biographers, literary critics and 
psychologists, the documentary seeks to understand 
a remarkable but deeply troubled and disturbed life.  
It explores Virginia Woolf’s overwhelming desire for 
individuality with its lesbian affairs, most notably with 
Vita Sackville-West; her mix of snobbery and anti-
Semitism with radicalism; and her eventual suicide, 
when she feared that she would be unable to manage 
her incipient move towards forms of unbearable 
insanity.

Duration
1 x one hour

Country of Production
UK 

Directors
Vance Goodwin
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An Odyssey Television 
production

Web-site access: 
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